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Once upon a time, in a small town in the Southern 

Califonia town of Santa Ana , there lived a brave and 

hard-working girl named Maria. Every year, on the 5th of 

May, Maria looked forward to one very special day—Cinco 

de Mayo. Not just because of the delicious food, colorful 

parades, and festive music that filled the air but because 

she was proud of the rich history behind the celebration, 

as well as her heritage from Puebla, Mexico.

Maria’s school always had a special gathering for Cinco

de Mayo where students talked about what the day

means to them. This year, Maria was chosen to explain

the history behind Cinco de Mayo to her fellow

classmates.
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She started, "Many people think Cinco de Mayo is Mexico's

Independence Day, but that's not correct. Our

Independence Day is on September 16." 

As her classmates listened curiously, Maria continued,

"Cinco de Mayo is when we remember a special victory at

the Battle of Puebla which took place in 1862." 
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She opened her favorite history book and read the

famous tale. The Mexican army was smaller and less

equipped than the mighty French forces. At this point in

the story Maria’s classmate, Juan interrupted, "But how

could they win if they were smaller and less equipped?" 

Maria smiled knowingly at his question and said, "That's

where our lesson in perseverance comes in, Juan." She

looked around at her classmates then continued with the

story.
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"Even though the Mexican army was smaller and less 

equipped, they had something much stronger—they had 

courage and determination. They believed in their ability 

to defend their home and freedom. This is what 

perseverance means—to keep going even when things 

are difficult."

The room was silent as Maria continued with pride, "On

May 5th 1862, against all odds, our people triumphed over

the French! We won because we persevered."
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Maria closed her book, "So, when we celebrate Cinco de

Mayo, we are not just celebrating our culture, but also

honoring the bravery, resilience, and perseverance of our

ancestors."

That evening, Maria felt a deep sense of pride as she and 

her family celebrated Cinco de Mayo. She looked around 

at the joyous faces around her and knew she shared a 

strong bond with them—the spirit of perseverance. From 

then on, every year, Maria told this story to remind 

everyone about the real essence behind the celebrations.
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